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THE ORGANIZER

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As the leader of an organization that works very hard to bring new voters into
our American democracy, | find the recent attacks from the extreme right
wing on ACORN (Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now)
very disconcerting. Once again, the exaggeration and distracting rhetoric by
extremists is full of misleading statements and half-truths that are meant to
rile up their core group of supporters and shift attention away from the real
issues of this campaign such as the economy, the fair trade debacle and
health care. We as members, are too smart to fall for this rhetoric.

Isn’t it amazing how 2 months before the election, gasoline prices dropped as
much as $1 a gallon. “Wow!” Bottom line, it was $1 a gallon when George
W. Bush took over 8 years ago and still with the drop in price at $2.50 a
gallon it is still 150% more today. Health care has gone up in the last 8 years
for Local 130 from $1.60 respectfully to a dismal $3.81 another 150%
increase in the last 8 years. Last time | checked, our wage has gone up
approximately 35% over the last 8 years. Also, our retirees’ pension, social
security, or even unemployment benefits have not gone up. What's wrong
with this picture? It's easy. The rich get richer, whereas, we the middle class
(Blue Collar Workers), are driven closer to the poverty level every day.

This presidential election is extremely important for the future of the Supreme
Court. The justices ultimately decide on critical NLRB decisions that affect
our negotiated contracts, organizing and the balance of power between
organized labor and management. In the next four years, there will likely be
two open seats on the Court. Anti-labor justices would result in a shift of
power away from Organized Labor.

Barack Obama is committed to nominating Justices that will continue to
respect Organized Labor and our role in the economy.

| strongly encourage everyone to go out on November 4 and change this

hostile environment and vote for Barack Obama and the rest of our labor
endorsed candidates.

Fraternally,

Robert “Tiger” Hammond
Business Manager / Financial Secretary

SE 4G

MEETING REMINDERS
UNION MEETING
Z2nd Thursday of each
month
/:00 PM
Call 831-1372 for exact date
EXAMINING BOARD
I'st Thursday of each month
6:00 PM
Call 831-1372 for exact date
HEALTH & WELFARE & PENSION
Quarterly 9:00 AM
Call 837-9812 for exact date
APPRENTICESHIP COMMITTEE
Monthly 6:30 PM
Call 835-9899 for exact date
SICK COMMITEE
I'st & 3rd Wednesday each
month
7:00PM
Call 831-1372 for exact date
EXECUTIVE BOARD
I'st & 3rd Wednesday each
month
7:00 PM
Call 831-1372 for exact date
CREDIT UNION
Board Meeting every 3rd Mon-
day of Each Month at 5:00pm
Call 831-1307 for exact date
HOME ASSOCIATION
Meets Quarterly
Call 831-1372 if you have any
questions.

Members are reminded that
in accordance with Article
IV, Section 4.12 of the cur-
rent Inside Agreement, an
applicant who has registered
on the “Out of Work List”
must renew his/her applica-
tion every thirty (30) days or
his/her name will be removed
from the “List”.
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** VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4 **
GREATER NEW ORLEANS AFL-CIO ENDORSEMENTS
MULTI-PARISH STATE AND FEDERAL RACES

PRESIDENT OF U.S.A—BARACK OBAMA US SENATOR—MARY LANDRIEU
US REP, 1ST CONGRESSIONAL DIST.—JIM HARLAN US REP 2ND CONGRESSIONAL DIST.—WILLIAM JEFFERSON
US REP, 7TH CONGRESSIONAL DIST.—DON CRAVINS, JR. STATE SENATOR DIST. #9—POLLY THOMAS

US REP. 4TH CONGRESSIONAL DIST.—PAUL CARMOUCHE US CONGRESSIONAL DIST. #6—DON CAZAYOUX

SUPREME COURT, 1ST COURT DIST.—”JIMMY” KUHN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION—JOHN F. SCHWEGMANN

ORLEANS PARISH
JUDGE, CRIMINAL DIST., SECT. F—ROBIN PITTMAN
DIST. ATTORNEY, CRIMINAL COURT—LEON CANNIZZARO
JEFFERSON PARISH
DISTRICT JUDGE, 24TH JUDICIAL DIST.—MARTHA SASSONE
MAYOR, CITY OF WESTWEGO—TED J. MUNCH
JUSTICE OF PEACE 2ND JUSTICE COURT—PATRICK DEJEAN
ST. BERNARD PARISH
CONSTABLE, JUSTICE PEACE WARD E—HENRY J. MAITRE, 111

CONSTABLE, JUSTICE PEACE WARD G.—NORMAN J. SASS
CONSTABLE, JUSTICE PEACE WARD [I—RONALD LOPEZ

ST. TAMMANY PARISH
CONSTABLE, JUSTICE PEACE WARD 2—JOHN THOMAS MATHIES, III

TANGIPAHOA PARISH
DIST. JUDGE, 21ST JUDICIAL DIST. COURT—BLAIR DOWNING EDWARDS

** AMENDMENTS **
Amendment #1: AGAINST Would establish term limits for members of certain state boards and commissions.
Amendment #2: FOR Would require two additional days of notice before calling a special legislative session.

Amendment #3: NO ACTION Would allow a temporary successor to be appointed for legislators called to active
duty.

Amendment #4: NO ACTION Would redistribute state severance tax revenue.
Amendment #5: FOR Would allow the transfer of the special property tax assessment level for certain homeowners.
Amendment #6: AGAINST Would change the requirements for public bodies to re-sell expropriated property.

Amendment #7: NO ACTION Would authorize certain post-retirement benefit funds to be invested in stocks.




NOVEMBER 2008 PAGE 3 THE ORGANIZER

2008 Deaths

Warren Oden 9/17/08
Edward Talley 10/13/08
Terry Johnson 10/15/08
Elroy Boasso 10/20/08

Forever in our thoughts and prayers.

ATTENTION ALL IBEW #130 MOTORCYCLE RIDERS

We are scheduling a monthly bike ride for all IBEW #130 member riders on the 2nd
-\ Saturday of each month, weather permitting. We’ll meet in the covered 1st floor parking area at 10:00
A.M. and leave at 10:15 A.M. for a ride to a location for lunch.
All bikes are welcomed. Come join us on the 2nd Saturday
of each month for a few hours of fun.

* FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE *
Sisters and Brothers,

Effective January 1, 2009, there will be an increase of one ($1.00) in dues for the IBEW Pension Benefit Fund (PBF)
contribution, which applies to “A” members only. There will be no charge in the per capita that is paid to the General
Fund, and therefore, the rate for all “BA” members will remain the same. When sending your dues payment in for Janu-
ary, please increase by one dollar ($1.00). If you have any questions, please call the dues office @ 504-831-1372.

Our normal business hours are Monday—Friday, 7:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Thank you very much.

Fraternally,
Robert “Tiger” Hammond, 111
Business Manager / Financial Secretary

TWIC CARD REIMBURSEMENT

Any active employee who successfully applied for and received a TWIC card will be eligible for
reimbursement for the cost of the card from the Drug Testing Plan, provided that they were required to
obtain a TWIC card as a condition of employment by a participating employer.

In order to be reimbursed, please call Patti Neal at 837-9812. A copy of your receipt, TWIC card, and
completion of Plan’s reimbursement form is required.

Question: Answer:
Who is You decide!
conservative VOTE
and who is BARACK OBAMA

liberal?
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Brothers and Sisters:
skkksk

Why Consider Competing in the Residential Market?

In 2006, out of the $1.04 trillion spent in building construction, $646 billion was spent in constructing
dwelling units. That represents 64.5% of building construction dollars. These numbers don’t take into
account the non-building construction dollars spent on the nation’s infrastructure (highways, bridges, water
treatment, etc.). However, if you do consider non-building construction, the $646 billion constructing
dwelling units still represents 53.3% of all construction dollars (1.2 trillion) spent in 2006.

A tour back through recent economic history indicates that dollars spent on dwelling units are always more
than half of the total building construction dollars spent. In 2005, 64.5% was spent on constructing dwelling
units; 2004, 63.3% was spent; in 2003, 61% was dedicated to constructing dwelling units, and in 2002, 57.8%
went towards dwelling units. The numbers aren’t in for 2007, but if history holds true, those numbers will
reflect the same trend and have similar percentages.

Fraternally,
Manuel J. Galle
President

% **Vote November 4 ** hm
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I.B.E.W. Local 130
3200 Ridgelake Drive
Suite 300

Metairie, Louisiana
70002-4960

Be Wise — Organize!




